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Logline and Synopsis

A psychic swindle tests the bonds of love between two sisters as a sexy detective 
threatens them with a nice long stay in a prison hellhole.

Having	special	“powers”	is	not	all	it’s	cracked	up	
to	be	–		especially	when	your	not-so-gifted	sister	
decides	to	pick	up	on	the	hustling	opportunity,	
and	a	really	hot	guy	would	like	to	send	the	two	of	
you	to	jail.	That	is	at	the	heart	of	The	Beauty	of	
Disaster,	a	13-minute	romantic	comedy-drama	
with	a	twist	of	magic.

The	Dilm	revolves	around	CLAIRE,	a	straight-laced	
marketing	executive	with	a	secret	handicap:	she	
has	bizarre	psychic	visions	that	often	lead	to	big	
trouble.	One	day,	on	the	streets	of	New	York,	she	
has	a	vision	of	a	very	seductive,	threatening	
detective,	FRANKLIN.	He	makes	Claire	aware	that	
her	scheming	sister,	CLEO,	has	gotten	herself	in	a	
hot	mess	that	is	about	to	go	nuclear.

Continued	on	Next	Page

The Beauty of Disaster

Claire (Amelia Mathews) and Franklin (Roger Wayne) in a psychic vision.



SYNOPSIS	--	Continued	From	Last	Page

Cleo,	who	has	no	special	powers,	is	using	her	skills	
as	an	actress	to	pose	as	a	psychic.	She	cons	a	tough	old	
broad,	BUNNY,	out	of	an	extremely	valuable	necklace	
by	convincing	Bunny	she	should	hold	onto	the	jewelry	
for	spiritual	protection.	

Claire	visits	Cleo,	absolutely	furious.	As	Cleo	tries	to	
calm	her	sister	down,	Franklin	bursts	in	and	reveals	
that	Bunny	is	his	mother.	Claire	is	at	once	extremely	
attracted	to	him	and	terriDied	as	he	threatens	them	
with	a	deep	vortex	of	legal	torture.	

Claire	promises	Franklin	that	she	will	Dind	the	necklace	
if	it	is	the	last	thing	she	ever	does.		But	Bunny,	who	
suddenly	realizes	she	has	been	scammed,	arrives	and	
goes	after	Cleo	like	a	heat-seeking	missile.		

Claire	deactivates	the	explosive	situation,	and	comes	to	
terms	with	her	sister	as	well	as	with	Franklin.

The	Dilm	was	inspired	by	conversations	with	real-life	
psychics	and	the	detectives	who	study	their	occasional	
scams.		

It	is	about	standing	by	certain	relatives,	even	when	you	
and	everyone	else	think	they	are	nuts.	And	it	is	about	
the	unexpected	beauty	that	can	arise	out	of	moments	of	
pure	catastrophe.		

Claire (left, Amelia Mathews) and Cleo 
(Katherine Henly) escape the wrath of 
Franklin and Bunny.

The	Beauty	of	Disaster	received	an	Award	of	
Merit	from	the	Best	Shorts	Competition.	It	
screened	at	the	Pasadena	International	Film	
Festival	in	March	2016	and	the	New	York	
International	Shorts	Film	Festival	in	June	
2016.	In	September	2016	it	was	featured	
during	the	HollyShorts	monthly	series	and	the	
New	York	Women	in	Film	&	TV	monthly	
screening	series.	It	has	been	licensed	to	
Shorts	International	for	online,	cable	and	
satellite	distribution	in	the	US	and	EMEA.



Director’s Statement

When I was first approached by David Chachere to direct Janet Stilson’s 
The Beauty of Disaster, I was pretty clear on why I was interested in this 
particular project. Janet hones in on a relationship very dear to my heart: 
sisterhood.

I was drawn to the bond the sisters shared, but I was also connected to 
the humor and lightness Janet portrays in her story. I believe that most of 
us live our lives around hope, and it’s with that sense of hope that we are 
able to get through some of the hardest times.

The focus on one sister using another sister’s “powers” to get ahead was 
not only an inviting premise to me, but it was a very relatable one. 
Having an older sister who I’ve admired for years, we’ve had our share 
of jealousy, competition and adoration, but in the end it’s our love and 
belief in each other that has gotten us through some of the rougher 
patches in our lives.

Movies are an escape from reality… they can also be a vessel to 
someone’s heart and mind. Janet has managed to pull together a story 
that not only captures the true essence of love and heart, but she creates a 
world that can easily be misconstrued as a “hoax” and sprinkles in just 
enough humor, enabling her audience to laugh at life and understand the 
true meaning of love.  

By Nicole Gomez Fisher



The Beauty Backstory

New York City has a way of offering up little portals into fringe 
worlds that don’t seem like they’re worth a second glance – 
unless you stop, back up and look again.

That’s what happened to me several years ago, when I became 
intensely curious about the spiritual readers running storefront 
joints on every other street corner in the city. I was also drawn 
to the more sophisticated businesses catering to the needs of 
people just dying to know what the future holds, which are 
tucked away on the upper floors of choicer apartment real 
estate.

At first I focused on the storefront operations, with signs in the 
windows for $5 palm readings. Over the course of several 
evenings, equipped with a tiny recorder in my purse, I had my 
fortune read by ladies in several small shops. They intoned a 
series of predictions about my future that seemed to spill from 
their lips like poems. Over time, I saw the pattern in their 
words, as if they’d all inherited the lines from fortunetelling 
forbearers. 

Continued on Next Page 

By Janet Stilson

New York City subway “literature” from psychic advisors.



BEAUTY BACKSTORY -- Continued From Previous Page

Every fortuneteller I visited seemed fairly harmless. Not everyone agrees with me, 
but in my view the storefront ladies make a living by calming the fears of anxiety-
ridden people – low-cost therapists with a theatrical bent. 

As with every profession, I knew fortunetelling had to contain some really “bad 
apples.” So I visited a New York police detective who had studied fortuneteller 
scams, and I found a special instructional video created for officers to help them 
understand how fortunetelling swindles work. On the flip side, some sociologists 
gave me a much more positive (and at times quite comical) impression of Romany 
Gypsies, who run many of the fortunetelling establishments – and whom I deeply 
respect.

I let all that I’d learned stew around in my imagination. And out of it came the black-
edged romantic comedy-drama that is The Beauty of Disaster. First, I wrote a feature 
film, which has been short-listed by a few international film screenwriting 
competitions and was optioned for a time. Then I wrote and produced a short film 
with a very talented, resourceful cast and crew, which is based on the feature. The 
short is a “calling card” for longer projects in the future, like the feature and a video 
series.

Within the story, I’ve straddled the fence between one main character who is truly 
psychic, and one who is a fortunetelling hustler. As Nicole Gomez Fisher writes in 
her “Director's Statement,” sisterhood also is a major theme in the film, and one 
that's very close to my heart.

Is anyone truly gifted with special powers? That’s for each person to decide. Instead 
I focus on a simple truth: with all the catastrophes in this world – and all our 
personal preoccupations – perhaps one of the things we need most is a little magical, 
humorous storytelling in our lives.



Director: Nicole Gomez Fisher
Writer & Executive Producer: Janet Stilson
Producers: David Chachere, Janet Stilson

Coproducers: Nicole Gomez Fisher, Jennifer Wollan
Line Producer & 1st Assistant Director: Adam Bradley

Associate Producers: Adam Bradley, Benjamin D. Gordon
Director of Photography: Autumn Eakin

CAST
(In Order of Appearance)

Claire: Amelia Mathews
Franklin: Roger Wayne
Cleo: Katherine Henly

Bunny: Regina Bartkoff
Sour Woman: Janet Stilson

Production Designer: Miles Engel
Editor, Color Correction & Visual Effects: Carlos Berrios

Original Music: Jann Klose
Gaffer: Freddy Cintron

1st Assistant Camera: Albert Elmazovski
Grip: Alex Bliss

Sound Mixer: Andrew Reardon
Re-recording Mixer: Carlos Berrios

Set Dresser: Janine Durham
Makeup & Hair: Mollie Parks

Script Supervisor: Melissa McSherry Kelly
Extra Spit: Alex Bliss

Production Assistants: Tita Aimé Cardona, 
Shahed  Khaddash, Sydney Lowe

“Beautiful Dream” and “Hold Me Down”
Written by Jann Klose

Performed by Jann Klose
Published by Jann Klose (BMI)

Administered by Shelly Bay Music Inc.

The Beauty of Disaster
Full Credit List



Cast Biographies

AMELIA MATHEWS
(Claire)

Classically trained, Amelia has played roles from Shakespeare to Tennessee 
Williams, working in American regional theaters, Off-Off-Broadway and 
independent film. She received her MFA in Acting from the University of 
Tennessee, and has also trained with master teachers in Bali, Italy, Serbia and 
Japan.

Amelia has played Masha in Chekov's Three Sisters, Constanza Mozart 
in Amadeus (co-production of Clarence Brown Theater and Knoxville 
Symphony Orchestra), the Woman in Will Eno's The Flu Season, Solange in 
Jean Genet's The Maids and Sally Bowles in Cabaret, among others.
 
Her first cinematic effort, So Far, was accepted into the Short Film Corner at 
the 2014 Cannes International Film Festival. Other shorts include Catherine 
in an adaptation of Kurt Vonnegut's Long Walk to Forever, Daphne 
in RSVP and Claire in The Beauty of Disaster.  

Amelia’s first independent feature Yesterday Last Year, is due to be 
completed early summer 2015.



ROGER WAYNE
(Franklin) 

Maybe it’s Roger Wayne’s Minnesota roots or his two-year stint as a U.S. Air 
Force radio and TV journalist in South Korea. Regardless, there was something 
about his quiet, strong, sexy and sometimes enraged demeanor that made him 
just the ticket for Franklin in The Beauty of Disaster.

Roger's latest acting gigs include a co-starring role in HBO's Show Me a Hero, 
directed by Paul Haggis, as well as a role in Jonathan Demme's 2014 release The 
Center. He also recently played lead roles in two other productions debuting in 
2015: Red Ice, from New Century Pictures, and Victory Blood, directed by Frank 
Dauro (Blue Bloods).

He has been featured in a long list of theater productions, among them: Times 
Square Arts Center’s productions of A Better Man and Raft of the 
Medusa; Theater in the Round’s Lost in Yonkers; two Guthrie Theater 
productions, A Streetcar Named Desire and M. Butterfly, and Gilbert & Sullivan 
Opera Co.’s Pirates of Penzance.

Roger was trained at The Guthrie Theater, John Desotelle Studio, Augsburg 
College as well as Telsey & Co.



KATHERINE HENLY
(Cleo)

Actor, singer, dancer, cheeseburger aficionado and banana bread enthusiast, 
Katherine Henly will always opt for more whipped cream and will never turn 
down the chance to hear a good joke.

Katherine earned her bachelor’s degree in vocal performance from Ithaca 
College and her master’s degree in vocal performance from Brigham Young 
University. Praised for what has been described as her “captivating” voice 
and finesse onstage, she has sung as a guest artist with Utah Lyric Opera, the 
UVU Symphony and Palisades Virtuosi.

Based in New York, she has performed in the New York Musical Theatre 
Festival (The Hills Are Alive!); The New York International Fringe Festival 
(Someone To Belong To); The National Music Theater Conference at the 
Eugene O'Neill Theater Center,;The Royal Opera House in Muscat, Oman; 
the Utah Festival Opera,;The Glimmerglass Festival,;The York Theatre, and 
Hawaii Opera Theatre.

Katherine was Assistant Choreographer for Before I Disappear (winner of the 
Audience Award at the 2014 SXSW Film Festival) and the feature film 
version of Curfew (2012 Academy Award Winner for Best Live Action Short 
Film). She regularly performs with LINKED Dance Theatre, a dance 
collaborative in New York City. Her choreographic debut, To A Stranger, was 
selected and performed in the Locally Grown Dance Festival in Ithaca, NY.

She can also be seen, on occasion, singing in Yoruba with Laolu and the 
Afromysterics, a Brooklyn-based Afrobeat band led by Nigerian artist and 
musician, Laolu Senbanjo.



REGINA BARTKOFF
(Bunny)

Regina Bartkoff is an actress and a painter. She recently has been 
seen in leading roles in three Tennessee Williams plays in New 
York: Now the Cats With Jeweled Claws, with Mink Stole and 
Everett Quinton at La Mama as well as In the Bar of a Tokyo 
Hotel and The Two Character Play at 292 Theatre.
 
 

JANET STILSON
(Sour Woman)

Please see Janet's bio in the "Crew Biographies" section, which 
follows this page.



Crew Biographies

NICOLE GOMEZ FISHER
Director & Coproducer 

Nicole Gomez Fisher is the writer, director and producer 
of Sleeping With the Fishes, a romantic comedy, which can now be 
seen on HBO and HBO GO. With the support of her cast and crew, 
Nicole was able to receive the Best New Director award at the 
Brooklyn Film Festival, and was named Best Director at the 2014 
Imagen Awards.

Starting out as an actress and stand-up comic, Nicole is a founding 
member of The Hot Tamales Live!, the Latina comedy tour 
produced by Eva Longoria and Kiki Melendez. She went on to 
write and perform her acclaimed one-woman show, Mixed, at the 
New York Underground Comedy Festival.

Nicole’s latest directing projects include The Beauty of Disaster, a 
short film written by Janet Stilson in which she also produced, 
and Getting Out of My Own Way, a music video for indie recording 
artist Jennifer Vazquez.

Her scripts for original sitcoms This is My Life and Hotel 112 won 
praises at internationally recognized screenwriting competitions 
and her latest screenplay, Good Egg, is an action comedy that she 
compares to Thelma & Louise meets Baby Mama.



JANET STILSON
Writer & Executive Producer

Janet Stilson lives in two worlds. She is a writer of film scripts and novels as well 
as a journalist.  

In 2014 she created Glimmer Girl Productions as a home for The Beauty of 
Disaster, naming the company after the magical characteristic of the film’s main 
character, Claire. 

Janet’s script JAGUAR TRAIL was a winner of the inaugural Writers Lab for 
Women in 2015, sponsored by Meryl Streep. Her writing has been short-listed by 
several competitions, including ScreenCraft, American Accolades, the Austin Film 
Festival, Filmmakers/The Radmin Co. and the PAGE International Screenwriting 
Awards. Two of her films have been optioned.

Intensive writing periods at four artist retreats have greatly benefited her work.  
The include the Julia and David White Artists’ Colony in Costa Rica, Odysseys 
Costa Rica, La Muse in southern France and Dorland, in Temecula, CA.

Janet honed her skills as a reporter at Variety, the showbiz bible. From there, she 
rose through the editorial ranks at a number of business publications geared to 
media and entertainment executives.  

She was a twice-elected Vice President on the board of New York Women in Film 
& Television. She lives in Harlem with her life partner and Beauty producer David 
Chachere, along with two luxurious cats.



JENNIFER WOLLAN
Coproducer

Jennifer Wollan is a preditor (producer/editor). She graduated from 
Harvard with a degree in psychology and has spent the past 30 years 
wasting her education on a career in film and television. 

Her company, Reel Biography, has been telling stories since 2003, 
with clients including law firms, family-owned businesses and major 
non-profit organizations. Jennifer has been telling stories for much 
longer, some of them are even true. 

While not technically psychic, she has been successfully predicting 
losing lottery numbers since 1993 and occasionally channels the spirit 
of her Jewish mother, which is especially impressive since her mother 
is very much alive and worrying.

She can sing “You Are My Sunshine” backwards and count to 10 in 
Japanese.



ADAM BRADLEY
Line Producer, Associate Producer & First Assistant Director 

Adam Bradley is an all-terrain artist: actor, writer, producer, director and 
teacher, who has worked and taught all over the world. He has performed in 
New York, Toronto, Prague, Vancouver and Edmonton. 

His plays have been produced in Prague and Toronto. He has shot short films 
in New York, Vancouver, Edmonton and Prague, and has directed theatre in 
Toronto.

Adam’s body of written work includes three full-length plays and one 
short play, and he has written, directed and/or produced 12 short films.

Adam has also written five feature-length screenplays, three of which are 
in development. One of them – Bank$tas – was released by Main Street 
Films in 2014 and is currently available on iTunes. Another, Yesterday 
Last Year, was shot in nine days on a budget of $4,000 and is currently in 
post-production. 

He is married to the gloriously creative Amelia Mathews, who plays 
Claire in The Beauty of Disaster. Together they run Well-Drawn Dog 
Productions, which can be seen at www.welldrawndog.com. 



AUTUMN EAKIN
Director of Photography

Autumn Eakin is a cinematographer who turned her years of working 
under Vanja Cernjul (30 Rock, Wristcutter’s: A Love Story) and 
Maryse Alberti (The Wrestler, Velvet Goldmine) into an artful 
resourcefulness she uses in her narrative and documentary 
filmmaking. 

Her cinematography on the documentary feature Die a Good 
Death garnered great reviews as an official selection in several 
international and U.S. festivals.

Autumn has shot projects for The History Channel, NBC, Hulu, 
Ogilvy & Mather, FX and many more over her 10 years as an IATSE 
Local 600 member.

Presently she is in post-production on the controversial hybrid 
film What’s Revenge and on the narrative Untitled Father. She’s 
prepping for One Day Home with Drew Denny and Command & 
Control with Gregory Collins.



CARLOS BERRIOS
Editor, Color Correction, Visual Effects 

And Re-recording Mixer
 
Carlos Berrios is a New York based filmmaker with over 10 years 
experience as an editor and re-recording mixer.

He grew up listening to and being inspired by the music of the late 
60's and 70's and later had a successful career as a record producer 
and re-mixer with several Billboard Top 40 and Top 10 hits. 

This music history, combined with a passion for cinema, has made 
him a sought-after film collaborator for his sense of timing and 
rhythm.

Working closely with filmmaker Franc. Reyes and Alumbra Films 
as a director and editor, Carlos is slated to direct his first feature 
film later this year.



JANN KLOSE
Composer & Performer

Jann Klose (pronounced Yann Close) is an award-winning pop singer-
songwriter, who has released four albums and two EPs as a solo artist. 

Klose was raised in Kenya, South Africa, Germany and northeast Ohio. His 
voice is featured in the movie Greetings From Tim Buckley, featuring Penn 
Badgley and Imogen Poots, released by Focus Features and Tribeca Film.

His songs have been heard on the Grammy-nominated "Healthy Food For 
Thought" compilation, MTV Cribs and the movies Dead Broke (Warner 
Bros), featuring Paul Sorvino and A Venue For The End Of The 
World, featuring Dick Cavett and Ian Anderson.

He has performed as an actor and singer in touring companies of Broadway 
musicals, including Jesus Christ Superstar, Jekyll & Hyde and The 
Who's Tommy. In 2005, the off-Broadway production Moonlight Interior, a 
musical based on Klose's music, premiered in New York City.

He has periodically collaborated with members of classical rock 
group Renaissance and tours regularly in the U.S. and Europe. He has opened 
for or performed with a wide range of artists including Pat Benatar, John 
Oates of Hall and Oates, Suzanne Vega, Paula Cole, Annie Haslam, Brett 
Dennen, Rusted Root, Vonda Shepard, Gary Hoey, Jeffrey Gaines, Bret 
Michaels, Willy Porter, The Strawbs, Rosanne Cash, The Byrds' Roger 
McGuinn, Marty Stuart, The Yardbirds' Jim McCarty, Elliott Murphy, Pete 
Seeger and Les Paul.



The Beauty of Disaster
Production Stills

Downloads of these images and others are available at 
www.beautyofdisaster.com with caption information. 
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